
      
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bollinbrook CE English Curriculum - Reading 
 

 



 Growth in Reading 

Reading 
The national curriculum requirements for English are presented in Key Stages. The National Curriculum Links 

outlined below are used to closely track the progress in reading across each year group.  These are taken from 

the Literacy Counts material. End of Key stage expectations for reading are also outlined. At Bollinbrook, the 

overarching aim for English is to promote the high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a 

strong command of the spoken word and to develop their love of literature through wide spread reading for 

enjoyment, drawing upon the wider curriculum.  This, in turn, helps buid a rich curriculum where intent and 

implementation leads to the impact and improved outcomes for children 

Implementation 

Reading is taught as a discrete lesson using a text led approach. We use ‘Literacy Counts – Steps to Read’ 

Programme to support the planning and delivery of reading lessons from EYFS to Year 6. Each half-term, each 

year group explores a range of texts, both fiction and non-fiction. They practice reading extracts from the book 

fluently, the explore new vocabulary and then answer a range of questions based on the extract. The questions 

cover comprehension skills such as retrieval, inference, prediction and explanation. We pride ourselves on 

teaching children how to read across a range of genres and text types for different. This allows children to 

understand the different sentence types and word choices needed for different purposes and audiences. We 

want our children to leave our school with the ability to read fluently, develop skills to help them understand what 

they have read, and enjoy reading for pleasure, including reading across different subjects within the curriculum. 

 

Whilst in mixed-age classes, reading will still be taught in year groups across the school to ensure children are 

accessing texts appropriate for their age and developing skills in a progressive way throughout.    

Assessment 

Reading assessment is ongoing throughout the year. This document is also used to support ongoing teacher 

assessments by providing a clear framework for teachers to help track progress in reading term by term. We assess 

children’s fluency and comprehension using NFER tests and regularly listen to children read to monitor their 

progress. We also use teacher exemplification materials to demonstrate teacher judgements in reading at the 

 

‘And the child grew and was strong in spirit ‘ 

If rooted in Christ, children can grow into who they were created to be. Through the implementation of our curriculum our children will 

acquire the knowledge and skills to help them grow.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

end of each key stage and have a tracking system in place from Literacy Count to help teachers to make 

accurate judgements. Moderation of work with local cluster schools also feeds into our reading assessment. 



Sequence of ‘Steps to Read’ Units at Bollinbrook 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception Friendship & 
Animals 

Stars & Space Superheroes Traditional Tales Growing Seaside 

Year 1 History: 
Living Memory - 

Toys 

Reading Breadth: 
Fairy Stories & 

Rhymes 

Geography: 
Locality 

Reading Breadth: 
Traditional Tales & 

Poems 

Science: 
Animals inc. 

Humans 

Reading Breadth: 
Stories & Poems 

Year 2 Geography:  
UK – Rivers and Seas 

Reading Breadth:  
Fairy Stories & 

Poetry – Classics 

Science:  
Living Things 

Habitats / Plants 

Reading Breadth:  
Traditional Tales & 

Poetry – 
Contemporary 

History:  
Events Beyond 

Living Memory – 
Great Fire of London 

Reading Breadth:  
Stories and Plays & 

Poetry – 
Contemporary 

Year 3 History: 
 Egyptians 

Reading Breadth:  
Stories & Poetry – 

Different Forms 

Reading Breadth:  
Stories and Plays & 

Poetry – 
Contemporary 

Reading Breadth:  
Fairy Stories & 

Poetry – Different 
Forms 

Science:  
Forces & Magnets / 

Rocks 

Geography:  
Mountains and 

Rivers 

Year 4 Science:  
Living Things / 

Habitats / Animals / 
Humans 

Reading Breadth:  
Stories & Poetry – 

Different forms 

Geography:  
Europe 

History:  
Vikings 

Reading Breadth:  
Myths and Legends 
& Poetry – Different 

Forms 

Reading Breadth:  
Stories and Plays & 
Poetry – Different 

forms 

Year 5 Science:  
Space 

Reading Breadth:  
Modern Fiction & 

Poetry – Wider 
Range 

History:  
Victorians 

Reading Breadth:  
Myths and Legends 

and Plays & Poetry – 
Wider Range 

Reading Breadth:  
Other Cultures and 

Traditional & Poetry 
– Wider Range 

Geography:  
North and South 

America 

Year 6 History:  
War 

Reading Breadth:  
Modern Fiction & 

Poetry – Wider 
Range 

Science:  
Evolution and 

Inheritance 

Reading Breadth:  
Literacy Heritage 

and Plays & Poetry – 
Wider Range 

Geography:  
Coasts 

Reading Breadth:  
Traditional Tales 

and Poetry – Wider 
Range 

 



EYFS Termly Expectations  
Autumn  • To be able to listen to and enjoy a range of stories. 

• To know how to handle a book, turn pages and understand that the print conveys meaning. 

• To use the illustrations to support their understanding of the story. 

• Begin to develop a phonological and phonemic awareness. 

• Can continue a rhyming string 

• Hears and says the initial sounds in words 

• Read single letter Set 1 sounds  

• Blend sounds to read words orally 

Spring  • To re-read books and build confidence with work reading, fluency and also their enjoyment and 

understanding of books. 

• Blend sounds to read words 

• Segments the sounds in simple words and blend them together, and know which letters represent some of 

them. 

• Read simple sentence with CVC words in 

• Read: your, said, you, be, are 

Summer  • To be able to discuss what they have read by answering questions. 

• To be able to retell a story in their own words. 

• To use vocabulary from books they have read in their play, discussions, and when writing. 

• Read some Set 2 sounds (RWI) 

• Read: to, me, go, baby, paint (RWI) 

• Engages with books and other reading material with an increasing engagement level, using their phonics 

knowledge to decode words, and their knowledge of language structure, subject knowledge and 

illustration to interpret the text. 

ELG • Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 

• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending. 

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some 

common exception words. 

Those working in greater 

depth may… 

• Reads a range of books for pleasure and shares their love of reading with others, explaining their choice 

of books.  

• Beginning to read simple words by sight (as well as HFW) 

• Beginning to answer more complex questions about what they have read 

• Starting to make predictions about what might happen (either based on the title or what has been read 

so far) 

• Starting to explain why they think something based on what they have read (e.g. if they have said they 

think the character was happy, can they explain why?) 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 


